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REFUGEE RESPONSE

Introduction

Scouting has a role to play, both in
supporting young people to understand
the world around them and in ensuring
Scouting is open and welcoming to all.

This resource can help you:
A runbadge-linked activities with young people

to explore the topic of refugees

understand how to take positive action on this

topic by engaging with organisations in your

local area

become confident to approach global issues

with young people

A

The war in Syria and the resulting world-wide refugee
crisis has dominated headlines since the beginning of
the conflict in March 2011.

The impact of the conflict in Syria and the scale of
human suffering has been devastating with the United
Nations High Commission for refugees reporting in

May 2017:
A over 5 million Syrians registered as refugees
A over 4 million are fleeing to Syria’s neighboring
countries Turkey, Lebanon, Irag and Jordan
A over 1 million Syrian refugees passed into

Europe between 2011 and 2017 with 942,400
claiming asylum in the Europe!

The media has reported on the long, difficult and
dangerous journeys taken by refugees as they flee
conflict and seek new lives in Europe. Consequently, in
2015, David Cameron, then Prime Minister, announced
that the UK would take up to 20,000 refugees by 2020
and has encouraged individuals and organisations to
explore what they can do to support refugees arriving
in their communities.?

1 http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
(accessed 10/05/17)

In 2015 Greek Scouts supported refugee families
arriving in boats from Turkey and helped them to
access food, water and shelter3.

Scouting has always helped people in need, the
badge above was worn by Scouts supporting
refugees during and after World War Two.

Scouting has a proud history of supporting people in
crisis and responding to global disasters with refugees
being no different. Scouts around the world have
responded to the refugee crisis in many different ways
from delivering practical support in refugee camps to
learning about the issue and making contact with
refugees locally.

This resource pack will equip you with the knowledge,
skills and confidence to explore the topic of refugees
with young people and work towards understanding
what positive impact you can make.

We have included a range of activities adaptable for all
sections, these have been endorsed and supported by
key organisations working in the field of refugee
support and global education.

We would love to hear about how you use this resource
and what exciting actions you take locally. Contact
international@scouts.org.uk to tell us all about it.

2 https://helprefugees.campaign.gov.uk/ (accessed
10/05/17)
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Preparation

As with any Scouting activity, it's
Important to prepare the session to
ensure it meets the needs of the young
people and is accessible to all,
supporting young people to explore the
issue and reflect.

These tips can help you to prepare for a
session exploring the topic of Refugees.

Prepare

As with many sessions you run it’s useful to notify

parents that you'll be exploring the topic of refugees.

This is an opportunity for parents to address any issues

you may need to be aware of, including young people

who have parents working for the military or young

people that may have first-hand experience of conflict.

Be clear as to why you are doing the session:

A toexplore a topical issue in an open, inclusive and
positive way

A toachieve Scout badges and awards supporting
young people to understand the world around
them.

Bring it to life

Rather than launching straight into a discussion, to
start off the activity why not bring in some specific
newspaper cuttings, photos or information about
refugees to help start conversation? The BBC have
produced some excellent short animations of the real
experience of child refugees.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/boik7c4qg/clips

Try to avoid sensational stories, emotive language and
images that may be distressing for some young people.
Print off some facts (appendix 2) so you can answer
basic questions, however, don't worry if you don't
know the answer, invite a young person to find out the
answer to bring back next week.

3
https://www.facebook.com/WOSM.OMMS/posts/10153

)
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Scouts in Greece (above) played Scouting games with
Syrian Refugees to make them feel welcome.

Inspire

Exploring positive stories that have emerged following
the refugee crisis can be a great way to inspire young
people to take action on the issue and feel a sense of
hope. Consider exploring the Greek Scouts (above) and
their work in supporting refugees arriving on boats
from Turkey. Their work has supported thousands of
refugees and was celebrated by the United Nations.3

Offer context

Young people may find it hard to distinguish between
what is happening in their local area and what is
happening in another country. Consider bringing in a
map or a globe to point out where many refugees are
fleeing from and where many of them currently live.
You could highlight the length of the journey they have
to take, the different stages and number of days they
are travelling away from home.

Take action

Young people are action-orientated and one of the best
ways to help them process challenging topics is for
them to take action on it. This can be anything from
making welcome posters for your Scout meeting place
in a variety of languages to inviting your MP or
someone from a refugee support organisation in to talk
further about the issue.

http://www.europak-online.net/micha-17-a-scout-from-
damascus-thank-you-for-your-warm-welcome-on-the-

680826251914 (accessed 10/05/17) and

shores-of-europe/ (accessed 13/05/17)
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Understand the
issue

This activity will help you to introduce
the topic of refugees to young people
and discuss what it means to be a
refugee. It also explores what it means
to be part of the global family of Scouts
so can be used to work towards the
World Membership Badge.

Suitable for: Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, Network
Duration: 45 mins

Equipment:

A Photos of famous refugees or show them
images on a TV screen/tablet. (see
appendix1 for a suitable list of famous
refugees)

A Key facts about refugees to help discussion
and answer questions. (appendix 2)

1. Show the photos of famous people and ask the
group to consider what links these people?

2. Explain that all of these people are/were
refugees. The definition of a refugee is
someone who has got permission to stay in
another country because, if they return to
their home country, they will be in great

danger.

3. Explain that anyone could be a refugee: doctors,

teachers, politicians and Scouts. Rita Ora (right)
was a refugee fleeing the Kosovan war in the
9os and Albert Einstein was a refugee fleeing
the Nazis during World War Two. The picture
(right) shows a page from a Logbook produced
by Rover Scouts detained in Camp Miranda,
Spain during World War Two.

4. Explain that you will be doing activities to help
to understand why people leave their countries
and what challenges they might face when
they arrive in a new country.

5. Explain that you will also be looking at what
you can ALL do to make your Scout Group/Unit
and your community a more welcoming place
for everyone.

6. Remind everyone that Scouting is a perfect
place for exploring this topic as we are part of a
global movement of Scouts and have made a

promise to help other people and be a friend to
all. Scouting can celebrate the interesting and
exciting differences in people rather than judge
or be afraid.
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