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Introduction

Welcome to your new role.

Thank you for becoming a Scouting volunteer and helping to make a difference to the lives of young people
across the UK.

This pack is designed to support those within Scouting who are acting as DofE Leaders. As a DofE Leader, you will
directly support young people through their DofE programme. This will be part of your role as an Explorer Scout
Leader or Scout Network Leader.

There are a range of other materials which will be useful to you in addition to this pack. These can be found in the
further resources section on page 22. Training is also available for Leaders through an online e-induction and a one
day Introduction to the DofE course

Being a DofE Leader

As a DofE Leader your main role is to support young people through their DofE programme. This should be done in
partnership with their Scouting awards and whilst they are taking part in your section’s programme. You will also
be responsible for promoting the DofE programme. We encourage you to ensure that all young

Here to help

Your first point of call for help and advice should be your County DofE Adviser. Some Counties will have a structure
involving more than one Adviser so find out who your point of contact is and note down their details here:

County DofE Adviser

In addition to your County team there is also a team in the DofE Office at UKHQ:

¢ Katie Farnish, Scouting Operations Adviser (Adventure Programme): Katie looks after operational DofE
which includes eDofE, gold completions and section enquiries for Volunteering, Skill, Physical and Residential. Katie
is generally the first port of call for most DofE enquiries from County Advisers.

¢ Matt Woodcock, Scouting Operations Adviser (Adventure Programme): Matt looks after our DofE training
provision along with providing advice and support for the Expedition Section

oJess Kelly, Adventure Programme Team Leader: Jess takes an overview of the DofE provision and is responsible
for maintaining our operating licence as well as the development of the programme within Scouting.

If you require any further assistance or information, do not hesitate to contact the DofE team at
dofe@scouts.org.uk.

Note: This applies to England, the Channel Islands and British Scouting Overseas only. Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland operate the DofE through independent licences and so advice should be sought from the relevant
country office.




THE BASICS

The DofE programme is available to all young people who are members of Explorer Scout and Scout Network
sections. The core age range is 14-25 however young people who transition to Explorers earlier are able to start their
programme.

Bronze, Silver, Gold

The DofE is split into three levels: Bronze, Silver and Gold. Each level has a number of sections and set criteria. The
levels align with the top awards for the Explorer Scout and Scout Network sections, as outlined below.

To achieve your Bronze Award, you need to complete the following sections:

*You must choose a further three months in the Volunteering, Physical or Skills section

Volunteering Physical Skills Expedition

3 months 3 months 3 months (plan, train for
and complete)
2 days and 1 nights

Chief Scout’s Platinum Award

In addition to the above you need to complete the following to achieve your Chief Scout’s Platinum Award:

-Be a member of Explorer Scouts for at least six months.
-Complete six nights away, four of which must be camping.

«Also complete two activities as an Explorer Scout member from the lists available here (each activity should be
from a different list).



http://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/363/chief-scouts-platinum-award/
http://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/363/chief-scouts-platinum-award/
https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/4169/chief-scouts-platinum-award-international-environmental-values-iev-list?cat=9,88,125,684&moduleID=10

Silver

To achieve your Silver Award, you need to complete the following sections:

*You must choose one section to do for 6 months and one for 3 months

Volunteering Physical Skills Expedition
6 months 3 months or 3 months or (plan, train for
6 months* 6 months* and complete)

3 days and 2 nights

If you didn’t do Bronze, you must undertake a further 6 months in either the Volunteering or the longer of the

Physical or Skills sections.

Chief Scout’s Diamond Award

In addition to the above you need to complete the following to achieve your Chief Scout’s Diamond Award:

*Be a member of Explorer Scouts/Scout Network for at least 12 months (this can include time spent working on the
Chief Scout’s Platinum Award).

-Complete twelve nights away, eight of which must be camping (this can include nights away counted for the

Chief Scout’s Platinum Award).

- Also complete two activities as an Explorer Scout/Scout Network member from the lists available here (each
activity should be from a different list and not the same activities as those undertaken for the Chief Scout’s

Platinum Award)



https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/364/chief-scouts-diamond-award
https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/4170/chief-scouts-diamond-award-international-environmental-values-iev-list?cat=9,88,125,683&moduleID=10

Gold (16+ Years old)

To achieve your Gold Award, you need to complete the following sections:

*You must choose one section to do for 12 months and one for 6 months

Volunteering | Physical Skills Expedition Residential
12 months 6 monthsor |6 monthsor | (plan,trainfor | Take partina
12 months* 12 months* and complete) | shared
4daysand3 | activityin
nights a residential
setting for 5
daysand 4
nights

If you didn't do Silver, you must undertake a further 6 months in either the Volunteering or the longer of the
Physical or Skills sections.

Queen’s Scout’s Award (16+ years)

In addition to the above you need to complete the following to achieve your Queen Scouts Award:

-Be a member of Explorer Scouts/Scout Network for at least 18 months (Full details available here)
-Complete 18 nights away, 12 of which must be camping (Full details available here)

-Complete two activities as an Explorer Scout/Scout Network member from the lists available here (each activity
should be from a different list and not the same activities as those undertaken for the Chief Scout’s Platinum and
Diamond Awards).

-Make a presentation covering all elements of your award to a suitable audience, with the aim of inspiring and
motivating others to achieve the award. The presentation should be the final activity you complete.

-Further information and a participant’s guide can be downloaded from.scouts.org.uk/gsa.

This information can also be found in The Adventure Begins, available from shop.scouts.org.uk/

Linking to Chief Scout’s Platinum, Chief Scout’s Diamond and
Queen’s Scout Awards

As you've seen, the DofE closely links to the top awards for Explorer Scout and Scout Network members. Once
participants have finished their DofE programme there are only a few further sections to complete and get signed
off before they have completed their Scouting awards.

At Gold level they will need to send their Queen’s Scout Award completion form to the Queen’s Scout Award office
at UKHQ. Make sure that their Gold DofE is signed off first and the DofE box is ticked on the form, or send the
Queen’s Scout Award forms in with their Gold completion.



https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/366/queens-scout-award
https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/366/queens-scout-award
https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/366/queens-scout-award
https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/3139/queens-scout-award-international-environmental-and-values-iev-list?cat=56,141&moduleID=10
https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/366/queens-scout-award
http://shop.scouts.org.uk/p-4399-the-adventure-begins-duke-of-edinburghs-award-leaflet.aspx

Get registered on eDofE

The County DofE Adviser will make sure that your group is set up on eDofE, the online recording system. You will
have a Leader’s account which will enable you to monitor the progress of your young people.

All young people who wish to take part in a DofE programme must do so through a Licensed Organisation such as
The Scout Association. In order to register they must complete an enrolment form which must be signed off by a
parent if they are under 18. They are required to pay the appropriate fee for the level of Award they are enrolling on.
For full details of the costs go to dofe.org/go/costs.

Within Scouting, the registration of young people is the responsibility of the County. The enrolment form and fees
will need to be forwarded to the County DofE Adviser for them to action the registration. In some Counties this is
managed by the County office or an administrator so please check your local process. At this stage the young
person will be set up with an account on eDofE and will also receive a Welcome Pack. The young person then needs
tolog into the eDofE system and start recording what they intend to do for their programme.

For more details on how to use eDofE, please read page 9.

What next?

Once a young person has completed their DofE programme they may choose to take on a new role. They may be
interested in the following:

1 Leadex
Becoming a Leader is often a natural progression for those who are older and who have completed previous levels.
DofE leadership can also be used as a volunteering activity as part of the Volunteering section.

1 Assessor
Becoming an Assessor can be a varied role as Assessors are needed for each section of the DofE programme.
Assessors need to have knowledge of the activity and be approved by the Leader. For the Expedition section there is
a more formal process of becoming accredited, more information on this can be found on page 23.

1 Expedition Supervisor
Becoming an Expedition Supervisor is another option for those with a strong interest in the outdoors. This is an
opportunity for them to pass on their expedition skills to current participants.



http://www.dofe.org/go/costs

HOW DO YOU CELEBRATE SUCCESS?

Achievement Pack

Traditionally the DofE achievement has been recorded by a young
person keeping their certificate and record book for future use.
Anyone using the eDofE system has an alternative which is called
an achievernent pack. On completion of a DofE programme they
will be prompted through eDofE to produce an achievement pack,
this will include their photos and other evidence and is personal to
them. Once complete, the pack can be downloaded for local
printing. Professional versions can also be purchased

Badges

Those who have completed a DofE programme will receive a pin
badge from the DofE appropriate to their level. This badge cannot
be worn on the Scout uniform but may be kept as a souvenir.
Bronze and silver pin badges are available for County DofE
Advisers to order (free of charge) from the DofE shop. Gold pin
badges will be supplied direct from the DofE team at UKHQ.

DofE pin badges

There is a Scout badge for each level which can be worn on the
uniform. These are available from Badge Secretaries. Only the
highest award may be worn on the uniform at one time, this is
worn on the left sleeve.

Scout Cloth badges

Presentation

At every level a young person’s achievement should be recognised. This is normally in the form of a presentation
where the young people receive their certificate (except at Gold) and their badges (both DofE pin badge and Scout
cloth badge). At Bronze and Silver level the presentations are often done on a local level by the District Explorer
Scout Commissioner or District Commissioner, and usually within the Unit environment. At Gold level, the
presentations are normally more high profile and involve the County Commissioner. Many Counties will hold top
award presentation evenings for these achievers. Those who complete the Gold award are also invited to a royal
presentation where they will receive their certificate. These usually take place at St James's Palace in the Spring
and Autumn. Gold award recipients should expect to wait up to 18 months for their presentation. They will only be
permitted to bring one guest with them to this presentation.

Certificates

Bronze and Silver level certificates are available from County DofE Advisers to order (free of charge) from the DofE
shop.

These certificates need to be completed with the name of the young person and date before being presented at a
suitable occasions.




